
Hello Again Friends, 

 It seems as if it was just 

New Yearôs but time has 

sailed by once againé 

 

During the month of 

January I was able com-

plete our National Regis-

try nomination, chair the 

International Shipmasters 

Grand Lodge Conven-

tion, and write the fea-

ture article for the Spring 

issue of Inland Seas, the 

quarterly journal of the 

Great Lakes Historical 

Society.  The article it-

self outlines the history 

of the Schoonmaker/

Boyer from the laying of 

her keel to her present 

salvation.  

 

The painting you see 

below, which I call my 

fatherôs 

ñSchoonmasterpiece,ò   

will adorn the cover of 

the issue and serve as a 

major fundraiser  for our 

shipyard repair budget. 

We will be producing 82 

signed/numbered litho-

graphs to commemorate 

the shipôs hull number, 

F ROM  T HE  W HEELHOUSE  

and will sell them at a 

price of $250 per print. 

Volunteers will be given 

a special artistôs proof of 

the painting. 

 

Most importantly though 

is the history that beauti-

ful work represents as it 

incorporates my three 

primary objectives for 

2008 which are: (1) to 

acquire the funds needed 

for a fall dry-docking, (2) 

to seek out a donation of 

the tug Wisconsin, previ-

ously the America, from 

the Great Lakes Towing 

Co., and (3) to acquire 

one of the last Huellet 

unloaders so as to dis-

play it in our mid-ships 

cargo hold. 

 

With that, I must get 

back to work as the fur-

ther we sail the longer 

our voyage becomesé 

 

I look forward to seeing 

you all soon. All the 

best! 

 

- Paul C. LaMarre III 



Those of us who have been around 
the Boyer for a while know that there 
has been a definite course change 
since Paul LaMarre has taken over as 
Executive Director.  When the city of 
Toledo first bought the Boyer in 1986 
I donõt know if there was any specific 
plan for it except that it was a good 
idea.  The idea of a museum ship is 
still a good idea, but how it is to be 
implemented has changed over the 
years.  

  

Through the tenure of several Direc-
tors and the participation of a number 
of different organizations there have 
been a number of different ideas 
about what the ship should repre-
sent.  I think the general idea has been 
that what the Boyer should represent is 

an example of a lake freighter, i.e., 
what a typical ore carrier would look 
like.  

  

That has changed since Paul came 
aboard.  Paul wants the Boyer to pre-
sent to the public, not a typical ore 
boat, but a unique vessel that was 
Queen of the Lakes at the time of 
launching and an important part of 
Toledoõs maritime heritage.  This has 
made a difference in the way the ship 
is being presented and in the number 
and kinds of artifacts that are being 
displayed.   

  

The beautiful framed photographs 
present a pictorial history of the 
Schoonmaker/Boyer from the time of 

C HANGE  OF  C OURSE  

its launching in 1911.  Lining the 
bulkheads of the officersõ mess are 
photographs of the ship as it first 
looked, with the telescoping hatch 
covers and tall funnel.  As one fol-
lows the chronology forward to the 
passengersõ quarters and up to the 
captainõs quarters, changes are noted 
in superstructure, color scheme, and 
company logos. 

  

Everything aboard the ship is there 
because it is a part of the history of 
this proud vessel, from the time it 
loaded its first load of coal for its 
maiden voyage to its current resting 
place at that very same location.  

C HIEF ôS  L OCKER  

It is my intent to keep this column 
confined to things nautical, therefore 
the topic for this issue is òThe Ca-
booseó.  Yes crew you read it right - 
òThe Cabooseó,  that last car on the 
tail end of freight trains not so long 
ago where trainmen lived and cooked 
their meals.  The term caboose first 
appeared in American Railroading 
about 1855, itõs first official documen-
tation appeared in 1859 when a rail-
road workman sued the New York 
and Harlem Railroad, the forerunner 
of the New York Central, for injuries 
received in a òcaboose caró.  This rail-
road was founded and owned by Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt, more commonly 
known as Commodore Vander-
bilt.  He received this seagoing title 
because he made his fortune in the 
shipping business and was closely al-
lied to Great Britain.  In British mer-
chant ships the caboose was a small 

deck house where the cooking was 
done, the galley.  Precisely how the 
name migrated to America and took 
root in railroading is not clear but it is 
pretty certain that the Commodore 
had something to do with it.  Ques-
tion: Was there ever a caboose on an 
American ship?  Yes, quite liter-
ally.  In 1898 Captain  Robert E. 
Peary, U.S.N. saved a caboose num-
ber 4259 from the scrap yard and had 
it, minus the wheels, bolted on the 
deck of his expedition ship, the 
Windward, for his next exploration 
in the Arctic.  The little caboose 
number 4259 served as both head-
quarters and living room for the 
trip.  So there you have it -  caboose - 
ò a kitchen on the deck of a ship, a 
galley.ó  American Collegiate Diction-
ary.   

 

So we look forward to seeing you all 
at our first flapjack breakfast in our 
caboose - oops - galley, toward the 
end of April.   Weõll keep you 
posted. 

 

Al Slater 


